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BEFORE THE
I LLINO S COMVERCE COW SSI ON

IN THE MATTER OF: )
)
EQUI NOX | NTERNATI ONAL, LLC, )
Application for a certificate )
of interexchange authority to )
operate as a reseller of )
t el ecomuni cati ons services in)
the State of Illinois. )
) No. 00-0211
Chicago, Illinois

April 13, 2000
Met pursuant to notice at 2:00 p.m
BEFORE:
SHERW N ZABAN, Adm ni strative Law Judge

APPEARANCES:

RI CHARD M Pl ERCE, Applicant.

SULLI VAN REPORTI NG COVPANY, by
Carla J. Lala, CSR
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| NDE X
Re- Re- By

Wt nesses: Direct Cross direct cross Judge
(NONE PRESENTED. )

EXHI BI TS

Nunber For ldentification I n Evi dence
(NONE MARKED BY REPORTER.)
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JUDGE ZABAN: By the authority vested in me
in the Illinois Commerce Conmission, | call file
No. 00-0211.

The application of Equinox
International LLC, application for certificate of
i nterexchange authority to operate as a reseller
of tel ecomuications services in the State of
Il1inois.
(Wtness sworn.)

Rl CHARD PI ERCE

called as a witness her ein, having been first duly

sworn, was exam ned and testified as foll ows:
DI RECT EXAM NATI ON
BY
JUDGE ZABAN
Q Wul d you state your nane for the
record?
A Ri chard M Pierce.
Q M. Pierce, what is your capacity with
Equi nox International ?
A "' ma managi ng partner.

Q Ckay. \Where are you | ocated?






10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

A Elgin, Illinois.

Do you want the address.

Q Yes?

A 575 Toll gate Road, Suite B, Elgin,
Illinois 60123.

Q M. Pierce, you filed an application on
March the 6th with the I'llinois Conmerce
Conmi ssion, an application to operate as an
i nterexchange authority as a reseller of
tel ecommuni cations; is that correct?

A Yes.

Q And did you personally supervise the
filling out of this application?

A Yes, | did.

Q And have you had an opportunity to | ook
at this application since you filled it out or
prior to filling it out?

A Prior to filling it out. | haven't
| ooked at it since.

Q Ckay.

To the best of your know edge

everything -- and this does have your signature;
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is that correct?
A Yes.
Q To the best of your know edge,

everything contained in here is true?

A Yes.
Q VWhat -- you have additional exhibits
i ncluding contracts, | believe, you have a

financial statenent and a little brief information
about all the people that are involved; is that
correct?

A Yes.

Q Has any of that information changed?

A Not substantially.

Q At this tine.

You are currently -- you

currently have a certificate to do business in the

State of Illinois; is that correct, and, in fact,
are incorporated in the State of Illinois?

A That's correct.

Q That being the case, what 1'll do is

["1l introduce your application and the exhibits

into admssion as a -- into evidence as a document
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and the information contained therein will be part

of the record, okay.

A Yes.
Q I have a couple questions to ask you
| see judging by your financial
statement that Illinois is not the only place that

Equi nox International International is doing

busi ness; is that correct?

A That's correct.

Q It's doing business in couple other
states?

A Just one other New Jersey engine.

Q Do you pl an ongoi ng i nto busi ness any
ot her states besides New Jersey and I1l1linois?

A No, we do not.

Q VWhat i s your prinme nature of business
going to be as a reseller?

A Basically, reselling M Wrld Com | ong
di stance servi ces.

Q And how do you plan on getting your
cust oners?

A W& have a very substantial custoner base
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where we have sol d equi pnent for years. 1It's been
part of our business for years, which we
anticipate going to those custonmers and selling
them this business as well.

Q Those are people you have a prior
existing relationship with?

A Yes.

Q Do you plan on doing any advertising in
the future?

A No, nost of ours will be word of nouth.

Q WI 1l this be nostly | ong distance
calling, is that the idea?

A Yes.

Q And you are not going to have any
facilities based in Illinois; is that correct?

A W have no plans to do that.

Q Now, who are sone of the people that are
going to be involved in the technical aspect of
t hi s busi ness?

A | believe we gave a short bio of
M. MCuen (phonetic) is included in the package.

O her people will be because of our
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equi prent busi ness we have two technicians that
will be involved so we can do field service, if we
have to put in T-1s or things of that nature we
can enpl oy peopl e.

W al so have folks in the office
that are famliar with I ong distance for providing
service for the customer service base.

Q And | noticed there was a Equi nox

Systens?
A Yes.
Q Is that a wholly owned subsidiary or is

this a separate?

A It's a separate corporation.

Q That's the reference you nade to the
previ ous systens you installed; is that correct?

A Yes.

Q Are you famliar with the term sl amm ng?

A Yes, | am

Q VWhat steps does your conpany intend to
do to prevent slanm ng?

A Cenerally, we feel the best way is to

put a pick freeze on with Ameritech.
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Ckay.
A That's about the only known way of
really truly preventing it that we are aware of.
Q Are you famliar with the term cranmm ng?
A No.
Q Of the record for a second.
(Wher eupon, there was an
of f -the-record di scussion.)
JUDGE ZABAN. So | can take it, that based on
the fact that you do have a prior relationship
with these people, we you don't have to worry
about your attenpt to cranf
A Absol utely not.
Q One of things we tal ked about is

third-party aggregates. Are you famliar with

t hat ?
A Yes.
Q You won't allow any of that?
A No, we do not.

Q Ckay. Now, you had asked for an
exception, for sone of the exceptions.

Are your custoners going to be
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listed in the directories?

A In the yell ow pages?

Q Yeah, in the yell ow pages.

A Yes, | would imagine they would be, yes.
Q Let nme save that for the tine being

You did ask for an extension
because you said you want to retain your books in
Elgin; is that correct?

A Yes.
Q Ckay.

In fact, it's an Illinois based

conpany anyway, so they will be available for --

A Yes, we have no plans --

Q I notice | guess the only other possible
di screpancy that | saw was the fact of your
regi stered agents in Park Ridge?

A That's our accounting firmoffice we use
the accounting firm --

Q But the books will remain at the main
headquarters, correct?

A That's correct.

Q | think that's pretty much all | have to

10
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ask.

You have al so indicated that you

are going to have a -- you have an 800 nunber for
pr obl ens?
A That's correct.

Q What about 9117

A W will not sell 911.

Q That won't be provided as part of your
service for your custoners?

A No.

Q WIl they have access to 911, do you
know.

Let nme rephrase that: 911 the only
time we will be involved with 911 is only IF M
or Aneritech'S providing it.

Q Al right.

By the way, one other question have
you ever contracted with Ml for themto provide
your service?

A Yes.
Q Then -- do you have anything else to

say?

11






10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

A

Q
And you' |

No, sir.

I"mgoing to mark this heard and taken

receive an order fromthe Comrerce

Comni ssi on.

A

Q

Ckay.

Thank you very much.

HEARD AND TAKEN
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